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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urmston 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  to  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1903. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  7,100,  being  an  estimated 
increase  of  100  on  the  previous  year,  and  being  equivalent  to  7.1 
persons  per  acre. 

Census  returns  for  previous  years  are  as  follow  : — . 

1861.  1871.  1881.  1891.  1901. 

740.  996.  2,244.  4,042.  6,591. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

During  the  year  108  births  were  registered  :  93  males  and 
75  females.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  23.6  per 
thousand,  a  fractional  increase  on  the  previous  year  (23.4). 

DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  same  period  there  were  79  deaths  registered 
from  all  causes  in  this  district  :  54  males  and  25  females.  These 
figures  give  an  un corrected  death-rate  of  11.1  per  thousand,  as 
compared  with  11.4  for  the  previous  year.  They  include  I  death 
in  hospital  of  a  patient  brought  from  another  district. 

Table  IV.  gives  particulars  of  the  nett  mortality  ;  the 
correction  being  arrived  at  by  the  exclusion  of  non-residents 
dying  in  hospital  in  this  district,  and  the  inclusion  of  residents 
dying  in  public  institutions  out  of  the  district. 
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The  nett  mortality  for  the  year  is  85,  equivalent  to  a  nett 
death-rate  of  11.9  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  12.3  per 
thousand  for  the  year  1902. 


The  excess  of  births  over  nett  deaths  was  83,  and  the 
proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  148  per  thousand 
births. 


Of  this  number  (25),  1  was  due  to  measles,  6  to  diarrhoea  and 
other  digestive  disorders,  ;  8  to  Broncho-pneumonia  and  other 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  ;  and  5  to  prematurity. 
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Three  deaths  were  registered  from  notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  Diphtheria,  1  ;  Membranous 
Croup,  1.  These  figures  include  1  case  dying  in  Ladywell 
Hospital.  5  were  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  1  to  Measles,  making  a 


table  hi. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1903. 
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total  of  9  from  the  7  principal  zymotic  diseases,  and  being 
equivalent  to  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  1.2  per  thousand  as  com¬ 
pared  with  2  per  thousand  for  the  previous  year.  Table  III. 
shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  the 
total  number  being  50.  It  is  classified  according  to  the  different 
diseases  and  the  ages  at  which  they  occur. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

• 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

Membra n<  us  Croup.. 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Totals 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have 
occurred  during  the  year. 


SMALL-POX. 

A  severe  case  was  detected  with  the  rash  fully  out,  in 
January,  and  was  promptly  removed  to  Drinkwater  Park 
Hospital,  where  recovery  took  place.  Every  precaution  was 
taken  as  regards  contacts  ;  the  other  inmates  of  the  house  being 
vaccinated,  and  quarantined,  with  the  result  that  no  spreading 
of  the  disease  occurred. 

SCARLATINA. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  during  August  and  September, 
and  17  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  during  the  year,  with  a 
mortality  of  1 . 

The  families  from  infected  houses  and  all  suspicious  cases 
were  isolated  as  far  as  possible,  but  it  was  not  deemed  necessary 
to  close  any  of  the  schools.  I  regret  to  say  that  great  careless¬ 
ness  was  shown  by  parents,  in  certain  cases,  as  regards  isolation. 
After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  it  was 
decided  not  to  prosecute,  but  at  my  suggestion  they  were 
admonished  by  the  Sanitary  Committee,  with  good  results. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Nine  cases  were  reported,  and  1  case  of  Membranous  Croup. 
Of  this  number,  two  cases  proved  fatal. 

HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

20  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  Ladywell 
Sanatorium  during  the  year,  with  a  mortality  of  only  one  case. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNt  ISIS. 

The  contract  with  the  Public  Health  Laborat  ry  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Owens  College,  for  examination  in  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  is  still  in  force. 

DISINFECTION. 

This  is  effected  by  means  of  Formaldehyde  gas,  set  free  by 
“Regenerator,”  and  gives  every  satisfaction.  Bedding  is 
disinfected  by  super-heated  steam  at  Ladywell. 

NIGHTSOIL  REMOVAL. 

The  work  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Department’s  men,  and 
team  labour  is  supplied  by  contract. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

This  department  is  under  the  control  of  the  Urmston  and 
Flixton  Joint  Drainage  Committee.  The  sewage  is  treated  in 
covered  tanks,  and  by  cinder  and  land  filtration. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

All  new  sliippons  are  built  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  regulations,  giving  800  cubic  feet  air-space  per  cow. 

The  older  sliippons  are  much  improved  as  regards 
ventilation  and  cleanliness,  but  are  in  many  nstances  deficient 
in  air-space. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BAKE-HOUSES. 


These  have  been  inspected,  and  have  given  rise  to  no 
complaint.  An  underground  bakehouse  is  now  disused. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  3  factories  and  47  workshops  and  workplaces 
registered  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901). 
They  have  been  inspected  as  regards  cleanliness,  air¬ 
space,  ventilation,  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  were  con¬ 
sidered  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  instance,  where 
the  sanitary  arrangements  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  and 
badly  placed.  These  were  promptly  remedied.  Means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  were  found  sufficient. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  used  for  drinking  purposes  is  obtained  from  the 
Manchester  Corporation  Works,  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

MOSS  SIDE  SEWAGE  FARM. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  received  from  residents  ; 
and  on  inspection  the  condition  of  the  farm  was  found  to  be 
much  improved. 

The  Eea  Brook  was,  however,  found  on  one  inspection  to 
be  polluted,  but  not,  apparently,  from  this  source. 

Carr’s  Ditch  is  less  offensive  than  in  former  years,  and 
remains  free  from  obstruction.  In  my  opinion,  however,  the 
cess-pools  discharging  into  it  from  the  adjoining  district  require 
more  frequent  cleansing. 

During  the  year  35  new  houses  have  been  erected,  all 
complying  with  the  Bye-laws. 

Thirteen  notices  have  been  served  and  128  nuisances  abated 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  E.  FRYER. 
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